Federal Reserve System

is not a qualifying foreign banking or-
ganization, or by a nonbank subsidiary
of a bank holding company approved
under this subpart. Regulation K (12
CFR part 211) governs other inter-
national operations of bank holding
companies.

(3) Alteration of nonbanking activity.
Unless otherwise permitted by the
Board, a notice under this subpart is
required to alter a nonbanking activity
in any material respect from that con-
sidered by the Board in acting on the
application or notice to engage in the
activity.

(d) Emergency savings association ac-
quisitions. In the case of a notice to ac-
quire a savings association, the Board
may modify or dispense with the public
notice and hearing requirements of this
subpart if the Board finds that an
emergency exists that requires the
Board to act immediately and the pri-
mary federal regulator of the institu-
tion concurs.

[Reg. Y, 62 FR 9333, Feb. 28, 1997, as amended
by Reg. Y, 62 FR 60640, Nov. 12, 1997]

§225.26 Factors considered in acting
on nonbanking proposals.

(a) In general. In evaluating a notice
under §225.23 or §225.24, the Board shall
consider whether the notificant’s per-
formance of the activities can reason-
ably be expected to produce benefits to
the public (such as greater conven-
ience, increased competition, and gains
in efficiency) that outweigh possible
adverse effects (such as undue con-
centration of resources, decreased or
unfair competition, conflicts of inter-
est, and unsound banking practices).

(b) Financial and managerial resources.
Consideration of the factors in para-
graph (a) of this section includes an
evaluation of the financial and mana-
gerial resources of the notificant, in-
cluding its subsidiaries and any com-
pany to be acquired, the effect of the
proposed transaction on those re-
sources, and the management exper-
tise, internal control and risk-manage-
ment systems, and capital of the entity
conducting the activity.

(c) Competitive effect of de novo propos-
als. Unless the record demonstrates
otherwise, the commencement or ex-
pansion of a nonbanking activity de
novo is presumed to result in benefits
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to the public through increased com-
petition.

(d) Denial for lack of information. The
Board may deny any notice submitted
under this subpart if the notificant ne-
glects, fails, or refuses to furnish all in-
formation required by the Board.

(e) Conditional approvals. The Board

may impose conditions on any ap-
proval, including conditions to address
permissibility, financial, managerial,
safety and soundness, competitive,

compliance, conflicts of interest, or
other concerns to ensure that approval
is consistent with the relevant statu-
tory factors and other provisions of the
BHC Act.

§225.27 Procedures for determining
scope of nonbanking activities.

(a) Advisory opinions regarding scope of
previously approved nonbanking activi-
ties—(1) Request for advisory opinion.
Any person may submit a request to
the Board for an advisory opinion re-
garding the scope of any permissible
nonbanking activity. The request shall
be submitted in writing to the Board
and shall identify the proposed param-
eters of the activity, or describe the
service or product that will be pro-
vided, and contain an explanation sup-
porting an interpretation regarding the
scope of the permissible nonbanking
activity.

(2) Response to request. The Board
shall provide an advisory opinion with-
in 45 days of receiving a written re-
quest under this paragraph.

(b) Procedure for consideration of new
activities—(1) Initiation of proceeding.
The Board may, at any time, on its
own initiative or in response to a writ-
ten request from any person, initiate a
proceeding to determine whether any
activity is so closely related to bank-
ing or managing or controlling banks
as to be a proper incident thereto.

(2) Requests for determination. Any re-
quest for a Board determination that
an activity is so closely related to
banking or managing or controlling
banks as to be a proper incident there-
to, shall be submitted to the Board in
writing, and shall contain evidence
that the proposed activity is so closely
related to banking or managing or con-
trolling banks as to be a proper inci-
dent thereto.
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(3) Publication. The Board shall pub-
lish in the FEDERAL REGISTER notice
that it is considering the permissibility
of a new activity and invite public
comment for a period of at least 30 cal-
endar days. In the case of a request
submitted under paragraph (b) of this
section, the Board may determine not
to publish notice of the request if the
Board determines that the requester
has provided no reasonable basis for a
determination that the activity is so
closely related to banking, or manag-
ing or controlling banks as to be a
proper incident thereto, and notifies
the requester of the determination.

(4) Comments and hearing requests.
Any comment and any request for a
hearing regarding a proposal under this
section shall comply with the provi-
sions of §262.3(e) of the Board’s Rules of
Procedure (12 CFR 262.3(e)).

§225.28 List of permissible
banking activities.

(a) Closely related nonbanking activi-
ties. The activities listed in paragraph
(b) of this section are so closely related
to banking or managing or controlling
banks as to be a proper incident there-
to, and may be engaged in by a bank
holding company or its subsidiary in
accordance with the requirements of
this regulation.

(b) Activities determined by regulation
to be permissible—(1) Extending credit
and servicing loans. Making, acquiring,
brokering, or servicing loans or other
extensions of credit (including factor-
ing, issuing letters of credit and ac-
cepting drafts) for the company’s ac-
count or for the account of others.

(2) Activities related to extending credit.
Any activity usual in connection with
making, acquiring, brokering or servic-
ing loans or other extensions of credit,
as determined by the Board. The Board
has determined that the following ac-
tivities are usual in connection with
making, acquiring, brokering or servic-
ing loans or other extensions of credit:

(i) Real estate and personal property
appraising. Performing appraisals of
real estate and tangible and intangible
personal property, including securities.

(i) Arranging commercial real estate eq-
uity financing. Acting as intermediary
for the financing of commercial or in-
dustrial income-producing real estate

non-
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by arranging for the transfer of the
title, control, and risk of such a real
estate project to one or more investors,
if the bank holding company and its af-
filiates do not have an interest in, or
participate in managing or developing,
a real estate project for which it ar-
ranges equity financing, and do not
promote or sponsor the development of
the property.

(iii) Check-guaranty services. Author-
izing a subscribing merchant to accept
personal checks tendered by the mer-
chant’s customers in payment for
goods and services, and purchasing
from the merchant validly authorized
checks that are subsequently dishon-
ored.

(iv) Collection agency services. Collect-
ing overdue accounts receivable, either
retail or commercial.

(v) Credit bureau services. Maintaining
information related to the credit his-
tory of consumers and providing the in-
formation to a credit grantor who is
considering a borrower’s application
for credit or who has extended credit to
the borrower.

(vi) Asset management, servicing, and
collection activities. Engaging under con-
tract with a third party in asset man-
agement, servicing, and collection2 of
assets of a type that an insured deposi-
tory institution may originate and
own, if the company does not engage in
real property management or real es-
tate brokerage services as part of these
services.

(vii) Acquiring debt in default. Acquir-
ing debt that is in default at the time
of acquisition, if the company:

(A) Divests shares or assets securing
debt in default that are not permissible
investments for bank holding compa-
nies, within the time period required
for divestiture of property acquired in
satisfaction of a debt previously con-
tracted under §225.12(b);3

2Asset management services include act-

ing as agent in the liquidation or sale of
loans and collateral for loans, including real
estate and other assets acquired through
foreclosure or in satisfaction of debts pre-
viously contracted.

3For this purpose, the divestiture period
for property begins on the date that the debt
is acquired, regardless of when legal title to
the property is acquired.



